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Whereas hundreds of thousands of Greek 

civilians were killed in Greece during World 
War II in defense of the values of the Allies; 

Whereas, throughout the 20th century, 
Greece was one of a few countries that allied 
with the United States in every major inter-
national conflict; 

Whereas Greece is a strategic partner and 
ally of the United States in bringing polit-
ical stability and economic development to 
the volatile Balkan region, having invested 
more than $20,000,000,000 in the countries of 
the region, thereby helping to create more 
than 200,000 new jobs, and having contributed 
more than $750,000,000 in development aid for 
the region; 

Whereas Greece actively participates in 
peacekeeping and peace-building operations 
conducted by international organizations in-
cluding the United Nations, the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization, the European 
Union, and the Organization for Security and 
Co-operation in Europe; 

Whereas Greece received worldwide praise 
for its extraordinary handling during the 
2004 Olympic Games of more than 14,000 ath-
letes and more than 2,000,000 spectators and 
journalists, a feat Greece handled efficiently, 
securely, and with hospitality; 

Whereas Greece, located in a region where 
Christianity meets Islam and Judaism, 
maintains excellent relations with Muslim 
nations and Israel; 

Whereas the Government of Greece has 
taken important steps in recent years in fur-
thering cross-cultural understanding and 

rapprochement with Turkey, as seen with 
the October 2009 visit to Turkey by the 
Prime Minister of Greece, George 
Papandreou, as his first trip abroad just days 
after being elected; 

Whereas Greece and the United States are 
at the forefront of the effort for freedom, de-
mocracy, peace, stability, and human rights; 

Whereas those and similar ideals have 
forged a close bond between Greece and the 
United States; and 

Whereas it is proper and desirable for the 
United States to celebrate March 25, 2010, 
Greek Independence Day, with the Greek 
people and to reaffirm the democratic prin-
ciples from which these two great nations 
were born: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) extends warm congratulations and best 

wishes to the people of Greece as they cele-
brate the 189th anniversary of the independ-
ence of Greece; 

(2) expresses support for the principles of 
democratic governance to which the people 
of Greece are committed; and 

(3) notes the important role that Greece 
has played in the wider European region and 
in the community of nations since gaining 
its independence 189 years ago. 

f 

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY, MARCH 23, 
2010 

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that 

when the Senate completes its business 
today, it recess until 2:15 p.m. on Tues-
day, March 23; that following the pray-
er and pledge, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time 
for the two leaders be reserved for their 
use later in the day. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROGRAM 

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Madam Presi-
dent, tomorrow we will begin consider-
ation of the Health Care and Education 
Reconciliation Act. There will be up to 
20 hours for debate under the rules. 
Senators should expect a busy week, 
with rollcall votes throughout. 

f 

RECESS UNTIL 2:15 P.M. 
TOMORROW 

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Madam Presi-
dent, if there is no further business to 
come before the Senate, I ask unani-
mous consent that it recess under the 
previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 6:33 p.m., recessed until Tuesday, 
March 23, 2010, at 2:15 p.m. 
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